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Ambassador Barshefsky Applauds Selection of  Director General of the WTO

United States Trade Representative Charlene Barshefsky welcomed today’s consensus decision by the
World Trade Organization to appoint the Right Hon.Mike Moore of New Zealand and Dr. Supachai
Panitchpakdi of Thailand to consecutive three-year terms as Director General of the WTO.

“I am pleased that the question of leadership for the WTO has been successfully resolved,” stated
Ambassador Barshefsky.  “The decision in Geneva to appoint the Right Hon. Mike Moore and Dr.
Supachai Panitchpakdi is excellent and will enable each of these highly qualified gentlemen to take an
active role in the further advancement of global trade liberalization.”

The Right Hon. Mike Moore will serve as Director General of the WTO from 1 September 1999  to
31 August 2002.   Dr. Supachai Panitchpakdi  will serve from 1 September 2002 to 31 August 2005.  
Mr. Moore succeeds Renato Ruggiero in this key post.  
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